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Highly Turbid Water Frequently Discharged 
from Construction Sites!
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Polyacrylamide (PAM)
ÅWater soluble, synthetic polymer

ÅForms:  dry powder, solution, emulsion, ólogsô
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Polyacrylamide(PAM)
ÅCommon for water treatment uses, including drinking 

water and drink (apple/grape juice) clarification
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Erosion Prevention: First Line of Defense

But can they be improved with polyacrylamide (PAM)?
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Many Tests Doneé



DEPARTMENT of SOIL SCIENCENC STATE UNIVERSITY

Turbidity ï1st Storm
Turbidity From 10/21/2002 Collection
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Turbidity ï2nd Storm
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Turbidity From 10/23/2002 Collection
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Turbidity ï3rd Storm
Turbidity From 10/30/2002 Collection
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Does PAM Reduce Turbidity?

ÅAny ground cover is better than none!

ÅPAM usually significantly reduced turbidity for 
typical ground covers.

ÅStraw + PAM (20 lb/ac or more) can outperform 
blankets and hydromulch alone.

ÅCosts $150-250/acre.

ÅEffects last for about first 3 storms.
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Careful with the PAM!
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Fiber Check 
Dams with 

granular PAM
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Fiber Check Dams

Straw wattles


